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The very first thing I want to say is Thank
You to everyone who sent cards, letters,
and donations in memory of my beloved
Perot. Words cannot express how much
each of your sentiments meant to me. It
warms my heart to know what a
wonderful group of people our
greyhound “families” are. 

It’s hard to believe that Fall is just
around the corner, and after a long, hot

summer, I think we’ll all be ready to get
out and have some fun. We have been

hibernating indoors for the last couple of
months, so read on for all of the events

we have planned for the coming months.
The first one, our annual Picnic at Papago
Park with the Pups, is scheduled for
Sunday, October 4th. Festivities will
include a BBQ, nail trimming and ear
cleaning, a bake sale (both people and
greyhound goodies!), our gift shop and
other great booths. Details on this great
event are located in this newsletter.

On November 15th our Annual AAGI
Alumni Night takes place at Phoenix
Greyhound Park. This has become a
favorite event for our families. Look for
information to be mailed to you in
October. Unfortunately not everyone
can attend (we have over 3,000
greyhounds out there now!), so read

your invitation letter carefully

for details on how to attend. The Chandler
Doo Dah Parade has been canceled this year,
so there will be no way to get an automatic
invitation as there was in the past. As always, if
you are not one of the lucky participants
drawn, you’re welcome to attend without your
pets.  One added note - if you are one of the
lucky families drawn and find you can’t
make it, please, please, please call us at
971-6935 and let us know as soon as
possible. There are so many other families
who would love to come.

We will be selling beer at the Cardinals’ games
again this year. Last year we made close to
$3,000 for the program, we hope to make
even more this year. Read on for more
information on how to get involved with this
fund-raiser.

We will also be participating in parades, the
Tempe Arts Festival on December 5th 
and 6th, the Fountain Hills Arts Festival on
November 14th and 15th, and other events
throughout the fall, so give us a call at 
971-6935 and leave a message on line 4 if 
you would like to volunteer for any of these
events. Or, watch our newsletter on-line at
www.phoenixgreyhoundpark.com (go to 
the Greyhounds As Pets section).

I hope to see you all at some of our events 
this Fall!

Cheryl

Lilly Segal

Marcus Masiulewicz & Rabbit
Note: All dogs pictured in this newsletter were

adopted through AAGI.
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Arizona Cardinals Fund-Raiser
The Arizona Cardinals season began on August 15th,
and runs through December 27th. For those of you who
aren’t familiar with this fund-raiser, our group of
volunteers works one beer booth at each game, and
AAGI receives a commission on all beer sales. We
usually earn approximately $3,000 a year for our
program. The first year we used the money to buy new
crates for our kennel, and last year’s money helped to
renovate our new kennels. This year we hope to buy new
bedding, toys, and medical supplies for our greyhounds
waiting for homes. The coordinator for this project,
Michele Rebeor, is still looking for a few more volunteers.
If you are interested in working one of the Cardinals
games, please give Michele a call at 812-9205.

Volunteers Needed 
Do you think your greyhound would make a good
therapy dog? A central Phoenix nursing home would like
some loving greyhounds to visit their residents on a few
weekdays, either mid morning or early evening. For more
information, please contact Sam Kabbel at 314-4416 or
e-mail her at thinkdog@uswest.net.

Bashas Bargain Boosters 
Thank you to everyone who has sent in Bashas’ Bargain
Boosters. We’ve received approximately $250.00 so far
from Bashas, and hope to continue to raise money
through their bargain booster program. Don’t forget to
mail us your full Bargain Booster cards if you have extra.
We’ll keep you posted on how much we’re raising. Mail
full Bargain Booster cards to Annmarie Bitondo, 3318 E.
Westcott Drive, Phoenix, AZ 85024.

AAGI Wish List 
With our new kennel now housing approximately 30
greyhounds at a time, we are always in need of
supplies, including bleach, detergent, bones, blankets,
and towels. Thank you to everyone who has donated
supplies! If you have something to donate, please bring it
to our AAGI adoption trailer on Friday evenings.

TLC Greyhound Adoptions 
We were recently contacted by TLC Greyhound
Adoptions in Solomon, Kansas. They are currently

having problems placing all of the greyhounds
that they are taking into their program,

and have asked us to publish
the following information in
our newsletter. In order to
place all of the greyhounds
retiring from the race tracks in
their state, they have been
forced to move them to other
programs around the country.
This increases their adoption
expenses quite a bit, so to
help they are offering a hand knitted dishcloth for any
donations over $5.00. They are a non-profit
organization, so all donations are tax deductible. For
more information, or to contribute to their program,
please call Kathy Darfler at (785) 655-2208, or mail it to
TLC Greyhound Adoption, 323 2400 Avenue,
Solomon, KS 67480.

Tempe Fantasy of Lights Parade 
The 1998 Tempe Fantasy of Lights Parade takes place
on Saturday, November 28, 1998. Last year our entry
won $100 for Best Use of Lights. The only requirement
is that your greyhound have lights on him/her. Battery
operated lights are available at Michael’s and WalMart
(and probably many other places) in early fall. The coats
and leashes and collars from last year were magnificent!
Some time and effort obviously went into making them. 
If you’re interested in participating in this year’s parade,
give us a call at 971-6935, line 4. We won’t have any
details until closer to the event, so leave your name and
number and we’ll call you back when we know more. It’s
a great night, and definitely gets you in the holiday spirit!

1998 Fall Special Olympics
The 1998 Fall Special Olympics takes place on
Saturday, October 17 at Cactus Pool. AAGI will attend
from 10:00 am until 2:00 pm this year. The Greyhound
is the “Official Dog of the Special Olympics,” and we’re
very proud to be included in the day. Many of you are
Special Olympics’ veterans, however for those of you who
haven’t attended one of these events, you’ll have a great
time. It is an especially rewarding day. The kids love to
pet the greyhounds, and we have even placed a few
greyhounds in homes from being there. If you’re
interested in joining us, please call 971-6935 and leave a
message in line 4. Depending on how many volunteers
we get, we may break the day into two shifts, 10 am -
noon and noon - 2 pm.

Bus Gabor

Poops & Scoops



Special Homes Needed 
For Special Dogs

While most of the greyhounds that come through
our program are easy to match to families, every
once in a while we get a special greyhound. These
dogs require a little more patience or perhaps a
modified routine that many families can’t offer. These
are animals with wonderful, loving personalities that
will ultimately make great pets. 

We have decided to feature a few of our special
children waiting for that perfect home. Is this your
home? Please take a moment to read about Stormit,
Stimpy, and Maureen. Maybe you’ll find room for
one these greyhounds in your heart.

Stormit
I’m a handsome 7-year-old white and red male who
was found and turned into the Humane Society. Now I

live with my AAGI Foster
Family while I wait for a
home. I’m a real
charmer! I have a
missing toe - no biggie -
I’m really very fast in the
back yard! I’m not so

great with cats, but I’m fine with little
dogs! I’ve got a great personality and
once you meet me you’ll be in love. 
Interested? Call 971-6935.

Stimpy
My race name was Nevada Stimpy 
and I, too, have had a toe removed. I’m 
a handsome 6-year-old brindle male - 
I really don’t care for cats or children -
but I love women! I’m quiet, and I can
play this great game. I nudge you and
you respond by playing with me. It’s fun!
I’m in a great foster home and they say
they’ll have a tough time letting me go.
Interested? Call 971-6935.

Maureen
Older is better – or so they claim. I’m a
gorgeous 8 1/2-year-old fawn female. I’ve
been a mom and currently have my own
kids racing on the track. I could probably
use a spa a day, but with a little TLC I’ll
be sleek beautiful in no time at all. I even
get along with cats!! Give me a call at
971-6935 if you think that there is
room in your home for me.

Crates For Sale 
One of our families has two crates for sale. One is a
very large (48"L x 30"W x 36"H) metal crate, and one
is a large (42"L x 25"W x 31"H) plastic airline crate
that is collapsible. If you are interested in either of
these crates, call 756-2681.

Hot-Cold-Fast
We make Racing Silks and have a coat for any
condition. All custom made and washable. To have
your PERFECTLY SPOILED (and you know it’s true)
Greyhound look classy and feel comfortable call Pearl
at 569-0358 or Sharon at 375-3955 (leave message).
A portion of each sale will be donated to AAGI.

Pet Door For Sale
Doggy door (79"L x 13 3/8"W) that fits in sliding glass
door for sale. Made of glass, easy installation.  Doggy
door is 16"H x 10 1/2"W. The doggy door has no flap

so you will have to add it.  $50.00.  
Call 971-6935 for more information.

Condo Kennel For Sale
This would NOT be suitable for a
greyhound unless you were to use it for
camping or a temporary kennel
(remember, greyhounds can’t be left
outside!). The Condo Kennel is a do-it-
yourself chain link dog kennel that’s
UPS shippable. Assembly requires only 
a hammer and wrench. Includes a
SunBlock Top to keep pet cool and
provide extra security, and the
expansion kit, which doubles the size
of the kennel to 4'W x 8'L x 4'H.
Original price - $300.00, Asking
$150.00. Please call 971-6935 for 
more information. Spread the word to
all your friends!➺ ➺ ➺ ➺ ➺ ➺

Flash French

Bucky Brasher

Clyde Corbett

Condo Kennel

Trolley McKenna

Beau Segal

Have a Heart…

For Sale
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Why I Say No…
by K. Charpie-Elton

Should we let them run in
dog parks, or should we not
let them run in dog parks!?
That is the question I am
asked over and over again -
at Show and Tells, by new
adopters, by foster homes,
even by friends.

If you’re a foster home, the
answer is easy: The Board of Directors

and the Foster Manual both explicitly state that foster
dogs are not to be taken to dog parks. Period. End of
discussion. Foster dogs are the legal, medical, and
financial responsibility of GPA, and we do not want
them in any situation that could in any way
endanger their health and/or safety.

If it’s your own personal dog, the answer is still
easy: I don’t recommend it. I don’t take my own
dogs to dog parks. Never have and never will, for a
variety of reasons. I don’t know the other pet
owners. I don’t know if their dog’s vaccinations are
current, or if they have ever been vaccinated. I don’t
want my dogs exposed to rabies or some mutant
strain of distemper, parvo, or corona virus that has
become resistant to antibiotics.

I don’t know the personalities of the other dogs. 
I don’t know who’s aggressive and
who’s not. I don’t want one of my
dogs to give the wrong “doggie
signal” and suddenly get attacked.
Vet services aren’t cheap, and
treatment for one dog bite can run
up a big bill. Plus, greyhounds are so
thin-skinned that a little cut can 
triple in size (and thereby triple your
vet bill.)

I do know the personalities of my
dogs. I know they have been

specifically bred as hunters for thousands of years
and as racing machines for many, many decades. I
know that any moving object, whether it is a
paper bag or another dog, can trigger their
hunting instincts. I know their little feet can carry

them one half mile away from me in 30
seconds. No matter how sweet and loving they
are at home, I know that I can never trust
them 100% in a setting that simulates racing

or hunting.

“But they love to run!!” everybody tells
me. True, but I don’t love to see

my dogs bleeding and in pain. I don’t love to 
see someone else’s dog injured. And I certainly
don’t love to pay for sutures and drain tubes 
and antibiotics and possible skin grafts and 
other surgeries.

Some recent incidents might help to illustrate
why I feel the way I do: Easter Sunday at a Long
Beach area dog park, a recently adopted
greyhound was attacked by a large dog. 
Result: 3 punctures, multiple stitches, a drain
tube, and over $300. Last December, Long Beach
area park again, a greyhound sustained several
hundred dollars worth of injuries after being
attacked by a “friendly” dog.

Several dogs were poisoned by persons unknown
in an Orange County and LA County dog park
this winter. Two died. At a South Bay area dog
park, a foster dog grabbed, shook, and would not
let go of a border collie-sized dog. At the same
dog park, there is a
rumor floating
around that a
chihuahua was
killed by a
greyhound. This is
not the kind of
rumor that I, as a
volunteer in an
adoption
organization,
want floating around. My
goal, and I would hope the goal of all greyhound
owners, is to find homes for these gentle and
loving dogs. I don’t want to put my dogs in a
situation that could ruin the reputations of all
greyhounds, and any situation that simulates
hunting or racing is potentially dangerous. I think
I have some valid reasons for avoiding dog parks.
I could give you more examples of other
accidents that have occurred, but I hope you see
my point. Yes, they love to run, but is it worth all
the risks involved? Can anybody give me one
really good reason to take your greyhound to a
dog park?

(AAGI’s note: We can’t. We can give you many
local examples of why we discourage visiting dog
parks or running your greyhounds in a group.
Please think carefully before visiting dog parks.)

The following article is reprinted with permission from
“The 45 M.P.H. Couch Potato Update” which is the
newsletter for GPA/California - Orange County and
Greater Los Angeles Chapter. We found it very informative.

Goodie P
ascale

Beau & Lilly Segal

Digger & Gracie Modlin
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We’re Having a Picnic, 
and You’re Invited!

Our annual Picnic at Papago Park is approaching
fast. This year’s festivities take place on Sunday,
October 4, 1998, from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.
Last year’s event raised over $5,000 for the
greyhounds, which helped immensely with food,
board and medical bills, as well as to help
renovate our new kennel facilities!!! Everyone had
a great time and we hope that our 1998 picnic will
be as successful.

We’ll be barbecuing again, serving up hot dogs,
hamburgers, chips, sodas and other goodies. The
very popular ear cleaning and nail trimming
booth will be back, along with our gift shop
(bring your checkbook!), our bake sale, with
goodies for people and pets, and other
activities. We’re adding a foster greyhound
booth this year so you can meet a few of our
babies that are waiting for homes. Perhaps
you’ll meet your new family member!

When you arrive, if you’re interested in purchasing
any of the products or services offered, please buy
some tickets at the entrance. Each ticket will be 50
cents. As you’re visiting the different activities,
look for the sign that says how many tickets it
takes to participate. One hot dog will be two
tickets, one hamburger will be three tickets, a soda
will be two tickets. Our Nail Trimming and Ear
Cleaning booth will be ten tickets, etc. All of the
money we raise will go to the greyhounds waiting

to be adopted, including paying for
food, boarding, vet bills, beds, treats,
toys, etc.

Our picnic will be at Papago Park (see
map for details). Look for signs the
day of the picnic to help you find
Ramadas 9 & 10. The food will be
available between 11:00 a.m. and
1:30 p.m. Parking is limited right in
front of the picnic area, however ample
parking is available throughout the park. Everyone
is welcome, with or without their greyhounds.
Sorry, but only greyhounds allowed, no other
breeds please. It’s very important that you let us
know if you plan to come and participate or
eat. This is a fund-raiser, so we don’t want to over
purchase food and drinks. Please RSVP by
sending the attached coupon in no later than
September 25. We really need as close to an
accurate count as we can get before this date.

Yes, I'll be attending the Picnic at Papago Park with my with ❑ without ❑ my greyhound(s)!

Name:__________________________________________________________________Phone: _____________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________________________________________State: _____________Zip: ____________________

Your Greyhound(s)’s Pet Name: ___________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Your Greyhound(s)’s Racing Name: _______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please mail this form to RSVP to: AAGI Picnic at Papago Park • 2325 E. Marmora • Phoenix, AZ 85022

Note: We need volunteers to bring items
for the bake sale. If you can help, please call
us at 971-6935 and let us know what you
will be bringing. Last year’s bake sale was a
great success!

We hope to see you all there!

Kelley Smith

Picnic with the Pups!
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Don’t Miss Our 1998 
Picnic with the Pups!

See the other side for details!

From the East: 
Take Mill Avenue North to Galvin Parkway. Turn right on Galvin
Parkway to Papago Park. Turn right on Papago Park and follow the
signs to Ramadas #9 and #10.

From the Northeast: 
Take Scottsdale Road to McDowell Road. Turn right on McDowell Road
to Galvin Parkway. Turn left on Galvin Parkway to Papago Park. Turn
left on Papago Park and follow the signs to Ramadas #9 and #10.

From the West: 
Take the 202 East to the 44th Street exit. Turn left on 44th Street to
McDowell Road. Turn right on McDowell Road to Galvin Parkway. Turn
right on Galvin Parkway to Papago Park. Turn left on Papago Park and
follow the signs to Ramadas #9 and #10.Greenie Farmer

Tazzy Fuller

RC Pascale

Directions
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Canine Behavior Concepts 
by Sam Kabbel 

There are many advantages to adopting an adult dog.
One advantage is the fact that they are not teething
so they do not chew. Right? Not necessarily.  Dogs do
not acquire manners through the aging process, they
must be taught. We cannot expect a newly adopted
greyhound to know that he is not supposed to chew
the remote control, coffee table or our favorite shoes.
Adult dogs chew for a variety of reasons. Before you
can correct the problem, you must first know why
the dog is chewing.

1) Boredom. (I’m bored to death because I have no
mental stimulation.) Set aside some time to spend
with your dog. Go for daily walks or spend some
time playing with the dog. Good playtime and
exercise will also tire him so he’ll sleep more!

2) Learned behavior. (Why can’t I chew the coffee
table? I’ve been doing it for weeks!) Teach the dog
that chewing is wrong and redirect him to another
behavior. (See training tricks below) Be sure the
dog has toys, rawhides or Kong toys filled with
peanut butter, etc.

3) It’s fun because it plays back. (Chewing the
pillow is fun because stuff flies all over the place,
which makes it even more fun.) Follow the same
advice for boredom, but remove the temptation
for the dog to chew fun things. Pick up the
pillows, newspapers and magazines. Dog proof
your house. Think from their point of view.

4) Anxiety or tension. (These shoes smell just like
mommy or daddy. I feel more secure when I chew
things that smell like them, plus it relieves some
tension.) Leave a TV or radio on while you are out
of the house. Departures and homecomings must
be calm. Get ready to walk out the door, but
instead, sit in the room where the dog stays for 10
minutes. Don’t pet or talk to the dog. Don’t even
look at him! Completely ignore him for that time,
then quietly leave the house. When arriving
home, again, completely ignore the dog for 10
minutes or until he is calm. Then quietly get
down on his level and calmly pet him. If you leave
the house in a frenzy, the dog will become
nervous and is left in a quiet house to work out
the tension! If you leave the house calm, you have
set the stage for calm behavior. 

Training Tricks 
(Proper use of Bitter Apple Spray) 

Bitter Apple is a wonderful
training tool. It is perfectly
safe, but has a terrible taste.
The key to success is in its
introduction to the dog.
Dogs can tolerate things
that taste bad. After all,
they would be happy to
eat garbage! For Bitter
Apple to be effective, dogs
must associate it with a bad experience.
Avoiding items sprayed with it, then becomes a
learned behavior. Here’s how to do it.
Thoroughly soak a tissue with Bitter
Apple and pop it into your dog’s
mouth. Gently hold his mouth shut for
a minute or so. He is going to hate this
with a passion! After he has spit it out,
walk away from the dog. Do Not
console the dog for the awful
experience! This is part of the learning
process. By this time, just the smell of it
should trigger this memory and he will
avoid those objects sprayed with it.
(Keep in mind, Bitter Apple is not long
lasting, it will need to be reapplied daily
to the object.)

Chewing Problems

Harley Helton’s 6th Birthday

Bonz Fenton & Family

Canine Behavior Concepts

WHY does my dog jump, growl, 
bark, dig...? 

WHY does my dog act unruly, fearful
or aggressive toward people or
other dogs...? 

HOW do I help my dog handle changes
like divorce, a new baby, a new
pet or a new house...? 

Affordable fees, in home consultation,
discount for AAGI families. 
Sam Kabbel Behavior Counselor 

(602) 314-4416 • Fax: (602) 314-9794 
E-mail: thinkdog@uswest.net 
Change unwanted behavior by 

understanding your dog’s mind.
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Letters from our Families
Ron and Paula Henry adopted Aries (Nodak Aries) in July, 1997. She is a 3-year-old red female.Dear Cheryl and Arizona Adopt A Greyhound,I have been meaning to write you for a long time. I just wanted to express

the joy that Aries has brought to our home. She is so lovable and keeps us

laughing with her antics!!! We adopted her at two years old in July of 1997.

She was very timid but has quickly outgrown that and her personality 
has blossomed!
It took a long time for my Black Lab Mickey to accept her though. She is
still a little bent out of shape that Aries has moved in on her territory,
but has grown used to her new sister. I think she has finally come to
terms that Aries isn’t leaving. (She still growls at Aries when she tries to

lie on her bed!). Some of Aries favorite things to do are to lay on “her couch” with

all four legs in the air, stand on the first step of the pool to cool her feet, and go for

walks, walks, and more walks!! If you even lean against or touch the leashes hanging in

the laundry room, a jumping, leaping and snapping with love bites greyhound will

immediately assault you. Don’t think you got off that easily, because where one is the

other is, and there is Mickey, my 75 pound lab, ready to lick the skin Aries missed and

jumping and barking also!
Needless to say, we are thrilled with our little girl! I am of course ready for three more,

but my husband needs a little convincing that it is possible!
I also want to add that we deeply appreciated the tremendous support of AAGI,

Kiersten, and yourself when we initially brought Aries home. We did have rocky start

with her that moved into a smooth transition with your assistance.
Again, thank you very much and you will be seeing us again, hopefully next Spring, 

for another adoption!
Hugs and Licks,
Paula, Ron, Aries and Mickey Henry

Letters…

Letters from our Families

Randy and Arlene Selig adopted their first greyhound, Cindie, 

a 4 1/2-year-old red female, in August 1995. 

Three months later they came back for Hokie Okie (now Shiloh), who is a

fawn male. He was 3 years old when they adopted him in 2 1/2 years ago.

Dear Cheryl and Kiersten,

I just wanted to take the time to show you my Greyhounds after a walk. As you can

see, they’re out of shape, but that’s what retirement is all about! Cindy is the runner

between the two. She has the heart of a winner. But Shiloh can take it or leave it,

sometimes he’ll just sit and watch as Cindy sends grass flying in my back yard. 

As you can see in one of my pictures, I wanted the entire world to know that I own

Greyhounds. I just thank God for the pleasure of knowing them.

Thanks,

Randy and Arlene Selig

Aries Henry

Cindy & Shiloh Selig



Greyhound Web Sites
Phoenix Greyhound Park/Arizona Adopt A Greyhound .............www.phoenixgreyhoundpark.com 
A Breed Apart (Online greyhound e-zine) ..................................................................www.abap.org 
Greyhound Emergency Medical Assistance ........................................................www.gemafund.org 
Tally Ho Shop.......................................................................................www.gwi.net/~gps/home.html 
Greyhound Manor Crafts...........................................................................www.voicenet.com/~bark/ 
Mrs. Bones’..............................................................................................www.nlbbs.com/~mrsbones/ 
Pfizer On-line Health Care for Pet Owners ............................................................www.petnet.com 
The Association of Pet Behavior Counselors ....................http://webzone.ccacyber.com/www/apbc/ 
Behavior Resource .........................................http://www.zmall.com/pet_talk/dog-faqs/behavior.html
(Sources: GC Connection, Greyhound Companions’ of Missouri, Brenda Long, GPA, Pfizer, Greyhound Express, Celebrating Greyhounds, Winter 1997)

Chi & Maggie Postema

Vidalia Fawsett

Coal Heigle & Brandon

You Know You’re 
A Greyhound Person When...*

1. You start to run out of places to put all those
greyhound calendars.

2. You go to pet supply stores on the weekends
because it’s one of the few places you can take
your dog.

3. You become paranoid about keeping an ID on
your greyhound at all times (collar, tags,
microchip, tattoo) but don’t bother to carry
any ID yourself.

4. You angle the rearview mirror so you can
watch your greyhound sleeping in the back
seat while you drive.

5. The greyhounds have necklaces for formal
affairs but you don’t wear jewelry unless it
depicts a greyhound.

6. You have nose prints on all glass surfaces --
windows, doors, inside the car, etc. -- and you leave
them there because cleaning them seems futile.

7. You’ll buy anything with a greyhound on it,
even if it looks more like a Whippet or 
Italian Greyhound.

8. Most of your social life is with other
greyhound people.

9. Your family has resigned itself to the fact that
you’re bringing your greyhound to all holiday
gatherings (or you don’t bother coming at all).

10. Your parents give up on grandchildren and
start to refer to your greyhounds as “your
kids” or your “children.”

* From the website www.fastfriends.org, thanks to Traci Hilbert Sydney Pate & Carmelita

Prime, Delia & Lucky

Zeke & Candy Eilers

Santana Torvik

Pepsi & Clyde Corbett

Mercy Ayers

Rushing & Emerald Remmers

Leslie Lou Kehela

Fancie Traver
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